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A. INTRODUCTION 

George Mason is committed to supporting the responsible use of Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(UAS) for academic, research, operational, and public safety purposes while ensuring the safety 
of all members of the university community and compliance with applicable federal, state, and 
local regulations. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulates all UAS operations in 
the National Airspace System (NAS), and George Mason personnel and affiliates operating UAS 
on or from university property must comply with all FAA requirements in addition to university 
policies.  

B. SCOPE 

These procedures apply to all George Mason University faculty, staff, students, contractors, and 
external entities seeking to operate a UAS on or from any George Mason-owned, leased, or 
controlled property. UAS operations conducted by George Mason University Police Department 
or other public safety agencies in support of emergency or event/incident management, as well as 
indoor laboratory operations for research purposes registered with Environmental Health and 
Safety (EHS), are exempt from these procedures. 

C. PROCEDURES 

The following procedures are for operations of an Unmanned Aerial System (UAS or Drone) On 
or From University Property: 

 
1. Approval to Operate: 

 
a. UAS operators must submit the UAS Flight Authorization Request form to 

Risk, Safety, & Resilience (RSR). 
b. RSR reviews the request for compliance with FAA regulations and university 

policies. 
c.  Approval to operate a UAS is valid for a specific operational session. Permission 

is non-transferable and may be withdrawn at any time. To request approval: 
 

i. Fill out and submit the UAS Flight Approval Request form; 
ii. The identified Observer will respond to the resulting request to approve or 

decline their participation in the flight; 
iii. Once approved by the Observer, the request is sent to RSR for approval; 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019e6a529cc5770c9a1325a4bca513b3
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iv. Once flight is approved, the Pilot/applicant is notified, and notifications 
are also sent to the Observer, George Mason Police and GMU Police 
Dispatch. 

 
d. If approval is not granted, UAS operation is prohibited. Individuals who operate 

UAS without approval will be reported to the FAA, when the operation does not 
conform to federal regulations. 

e. UAS operations conducted by George Mason University Police Department or 
other public safety agencies in support of emergency or event/incident 
management, as well as indoor operations in a laboratory registered with 
Environmental Health and Safety, are exempt from the application requirements. 

 
2. Individuals or Entities granted permission to operate a UAS must: 

 
a. Adhere to all applicable FAA rules and regulations, in addition to all other 

applicable federal, state, and local laws; 
b. Ensure the UAS meets the Remote ID requirements, by having either built-in 

FAA Remote ID broadcast capabilities or having a Remote ID Broadcast Module 
attached. No Mason property is contained within an FAA-Recognized 
Identification Area (FRIA), meaning that exception is not granted; 

c. Acknowledge: 
 

i.  That if the flight is for recreational purposes only, the UAS pilot has 
registered the drone, completed The Recreational UAS Safety Test 
(TRUST), and will carry the received certificate on them at all times 
during flight. If the certificate cannot be produced upon request of an FAA 
or law enforcement representative, the UAS may not be operated; OR 

ii. That if the flight is not for strictly recreational purposes, operations will be 
conducted under 14 CFR Part 107 (Operations and Certification of Small 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems); 

 
d. Complete Remote Pilot Certification as required under 14 CFR Part 107 

(Operations and Certification of Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems) and have the 
remote pilot certificate available whenever flying UAS; 

e. Register the UAS with the FAA and assure it is appropriately labeled with the 
registration number. This applies to all UAS weighing more than 0.55 pounds and 
less than 55 pounds. This weight limit is inclusive of everything on board or 
attached to the UAS at time of takeoff. Registration may be completed online here 
or via the paper-based registration process; and 

f. Conduct safety procedures for UAS operation. These procedures shall at a 
minimum require: pre- and post-flight airworthiness inspections of all 

https://faadronezone-access.faa.gov/#/
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components of UAS and the submission of requested documents for all UAS 
Pilots and Observers. 

 
3. All Pilots of UAS must observe the following: 

 
a. Have sufficient training in the safe operation of UAS to fulfill all university and 

FAA requirements; 
b. Complete and submit the required UAS Flight Authorization Request;  
c. Be solely responsible for the safe operation of the UAS and yield to all manned 

aircraft; 
d. Demonstrate ability to control the UAS during flight, utilize at least one flight 

observer, and complete at least three safe take-offs and landings under qualified 
observation; 

e. Complete the pre- and post-flight steps outlined in the Unmanned Aerial System 
Flight Safety Checklist for each attempted flight, and the pre- and post-operations 
steps for each operational session. The checklist is not intended as a record-
keeping form and should not be submitted to RSR; and, 

f. Be responsible for all expenses related to facility rental, use, and any damage or 
claims resulting from UAS operations. 

 
4. All Observers must: 

 
a. Complete the applicable section(s) of the UAS Flight Authorization Request form; 
b. Observe the perimeter of the active flight environment and its surroundings for 

possible intrusion by pedestrians, vehicles, birds or other aircraft of any kind;  
c. Maintain direct communications with the Pilot while any UAS are aloft; and 
d. Ensure all damage to university property (including UAS owned by the 

University) is appropriately reported. 
 
Failure to comply with these safety procedures, or failure to comply with a request for Pilot or 
Observer self-certification records in a timely manner, will result in revocation of permission to 
operate UAS. Operators who compromise public safety will be notified and disciplined in 
accordance with University Policy 1406: Risk, Safety, & Resilience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019e6a529cc5770c9a1325a4bca513b3
Beth M Brown
Could include the indemnification statement from policy here rather than in policy itself? 

Beth M Brown
Change wording to system determined by Smartsheets - email to observer + safety checklist to Pilot

Christopher A DiTeresi
Is this a defined term? Is it coextensive with Pilots, or with Pilots + Observers?


